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Our Vision
[bookmark: our-vision]The climate crisis is one of the defining challenges of our time. Over the past half century, SLAS members have contributed to understanding environmental transformations and their implications for communities across the Latin America. Their work has highlighted both the urgency and the complexity of responding to climate change, as well as the limitations of existing approaches. It has also examined the growing political and informational challenges surrounding climate action, including the spread of disinformation, the questioning of scientific evidence, and efforts to weaken environmental protections and policy responses. Across a wide range of disciplines, SLAS members continue to advance understanding of environmental change, sustainability, climate governance, and environmental justice, while exploring the roles of states, communities, social movements and civil society in shaping environmental futures. 
As a leading forum for research, dialogue, and collaboration on the environmental challenges facing Latin America and the world, the Society will develop a new funding stream to further support research and impact projects that advances understanding of climate change, sustainability, and environmental justice, while fostering partnerships that connect academic research with policy, practice, and public engagement. Through these activities, SLAS aims to showcase the contribution that scholarship can make to informed debate, effective responses to environmental change, and more sustainable and equitable futures.
For us, climate action is not a separate area of activity, but an integral part of the Society’s mission to advance knowledge and understanding of Latin America.
[bookmark: priority-areas]Priority Areas
[bookmark: sustainable-practices]1. Sustainable Practices
SLAS is committed to integrating environmental responsibility across its activities. This includes governance, research practices, meetings, conferences, and events.
[bookmark: governance]Governance
The Society will:
· Continue to consider environmental impact as central in planning SLAS activities.
· Seek to minimise unnecessary travel associated with SLAS governance.
· Encourage the use of virtual and hybrid meetings where appropriate.
· Assess environmental practices when selecting suppliers and venues.
[bookmark: research]Research
SLAS recognises the contribution of research to public debate, policy, education, and responses to environmental change. Environmental change cannot be separated from wider questions of inequality and social justice. The Society therefore supports scholarship that engages critically with the social, political, economic, and cultural dimensions of environmental change.
The Society will:
· Encourage members to consider environmental impacts when planning research activities.
· Promote the sharing of good practice in environmentally responsible research.
· Encourage the use of lower-carbon travel options where feasible.
· Support research and engagement relating to climate change, sustainability, and environmental justice.
· Create opportunities for dialogue between researchers and non-academic partners.
[bookmark: meetings-conferences-and-events]Meetings, Conferences and Events
SLAS values in-person engagement as an important part of scholarly exchange and community-building. The Society will seek to minimise the environmental impact of conferences and events while maintaining meaningful opportunities for participation.
The Society will:
· Continue to support hybrid participation where feasible.
· Consider sustainability when selecting conference venues.
· Encourage conference organisers to minimise waste and unnecessary material consumption.
· Promote digital dissemination of programmes and conference materials.
· Avoid single-use plastics wherever possible.
· Encourage environmentally responsible catering practices, prioritising vegetarian and vegan options.
· Share information about lower-carbon travel alternatives where appropriate.

[bookmark: engagement-partnerships-and-impact]2. Engagement, Partnerships and Impact
[bookmark: partnerships-and-impact-fund]SLAS recognises the value of supporting members in developing collaborations beyond academia. Through partnerships, public engagement, and knowledge exchange, the Society can help strengthen the contribution that research makes to sustainability, environmental justice, and public understanding. In doing so, it also seeks to support evidence-based discussion of environmental issues and encourage informed engagement with the challenges facing Latin America.
Partnerships and Impact Fund 
To support this work, the Society will establish a Partnerships and Impact Fund supporting initiatives developed by SLAS members in collaboration with non-academic partners.
The Fund reflects a commitment not only to reducing the Society’s environmental footprint, but also to enabling practical initiatives that advance sustainability, environmental justice, public engagement, and community resilience.
The Fund will support projects developed by SLAS members in partnership with:
· Community organisations.
· Charities and NGOs.
· Indigenous organisations.
· Educational organisations.
· Cultural institutions.
· Policy and advocacy organisations.
· Other non-academic partners working on environmental and sustainability issues.
Projects may address:
· Sustainability.
· Climate adaptation.
· Environmental education.
· Climate justice.
· Community-based environmental initiatives.
· Public engagement and environmental communication.
Support may be provided through phased funding over more than one year where appropriate.
Funding decisions will take account of:
· Relevance to the aims of the Fund.
· Quality of the proposed partnership.
· Attention to ethical considerations, equitable partnerships, and collaborative knowledge creation and exchange.
· Feasibility.
· Potential contribution to positive environmental and social outcomes.
· Alignment with the charitable objectives and mission of SLAS.
[bookmark: review-and-oversight]Projects supported through the Fund will provide evidence of activities, outcomes, impact, and lessons learned. The Fund will include proportionate reporting arrangements appropriate to the scale of support provided. The Society will share examples of funded work with members and use this learning to inform future development of its climate action activities.
*This Fund is still in development. A detailed call will be published on the SLAS website in due course, setting out eligibility criteria and funding requirements.
Review and Oversight
Responsibility for overseeing this Action Plan rests with the SLAS Committee, supported by the Climate Action Coordinator. The Committee will keep progress under review and consider climate-related issues as part of its regular activities. The Partnerships and Impact Fund will include appropriate reporting arrangements to ensure that supported projects can evidence activities, outcomes and impact.
[bookmark: concluding-statement]This Action Plan will be reviewed in June 2029.
Concluding Statement
SLAS recognises that addressing climate change requires action at multiple levels and across multiple sectors of society. Through this Plan, the Society will continue to prioritise environmental responsibility in its activities while promoting responsible research practices, fostering collaboration beyond academia, and supporting partnerships that advance sustainability and environmental justice.
The Society’s ambition is not only to minimise its environmental footprint, but also to support members in generating meaningful environmental and social impact through research, teaching, public engagement, and international collaboration.
